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an injury . . . but ail the same let us have a due sense of pro-
portion. Their acts are not the acts of all the Muslims of India
even, nor, thank God, of all the Moplahs. Every Mussulman of note
that I know has repudiated every one of their acts. Let our
loyalty to Hindu-Muslim unity therefore remain firm and changeless.
Our loyalty to that creed may still have to suffer greater shocks,
but so long as we are satisfied, that there is nothing in Islam to
warrant any of the things that these misguided Moplahs have done,
and so long as we are satisfied as I am satisfied that no sensible
Mussulman approves of these acts, or any single one of them,
our loyalty to the creed of Hindu-Muslim unity need not suffer
any shock whatsoever. Let us not also for one moment imagine
that had it not been for the British bayonet peace could never
have been restored in Malabar. All the world over, wherever
there are men and women they fight sometimes, they sometimes
break their heads and run amok, but there has never been any
difficulty about settling their own quarrels. Where was the Gov-
ernment and its police when the first Moplah ran amok? What
is the use of a Government that knows only how to exact repri-
sals, but does not know how to protect life in its initial stages?
Of what use is a Government whose police arc never expected to
run the slightest risk and which takes a thousand lives against one
life. Of what use is a Government which, having known the
temperament of the Moplahs for years and years, failed to bring the
lesson of peace to them. Lastly, what is the use of a Government
that left those Hindus absolutely unarmed for self-defence. With
the Moplahs of Malabar, I know that non-violence is not their
final creed as it is mine. The Government of Bombay has thrown
dust into our eyes by connecting the Moplah outbreak with the
arrest of Ali Brothers. Even before non-co-operation was born in
India, such outbreaks have occurred all over and the Government
was powerless to protect life and property in the initial stages* as
it was unable hopelesssly to protect life and property in Shahabad
three years ago.1 Where was its power of protection when nearly, if
I am right, for a week or at least three or four days, the whole
villages were given up to pillage and plunder by infuriated Hindus
against Mussulmans. Therefore I hope that this big meeting will
draw the only lesson that is possible from the Moplah outbreak, not
to swerve an inch from our settled programme, but to go forward

1 The reference  is to  the  riots which  had  broken  out there during
September-October, 1917; ci* Vols. XIII and XIV.